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THE REGIONS BRING US 
CLOSER TOGETHER

T
he regions are the wealth of Europe: a mosaic of cultures, languages and diversity. An 

exceptional framework where our lives together change day a�er day. However, it is clear 

that the European regions do not all boast the same assets. 

There are many – sometimes considerable – differences between the regions, for example in 

terms of job creation, economic growth, quality of life and sustainable development. 

The task of regional and urban policymakers is to strengthen the economic, social and territorial 

cohesion of the European Union by reducing differences in standards of living through the 

transfer of know-how, by fostering human capital and promoting trans-border cooperation etc.

The least prosperous regions of the European Union benefit from valuable investments through 

projects relating to infrastructure, research and innovation and energy efficiency. The funds 

invested in these least-developed regions are powerful solidarity instruments. Moreover, they 

are beneficial to companies in countries with more advanced economies, which can export their 

know-how or merchandise to these less-developed regions.

The goal of this policy is anything but abstract, namely to invest in the regions in order to 

improve the living and working conditions of citizens.

The six stories in this album illustrate the aim of regional and urban policy. 

These titbits of life and stories of men and women were inspired by real, specific projects that 

contributed to improving the quality of life of countless European citizens.

Day in, day out these projects directly or indirectly benefit each and every one of us.
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 least developed regions 

 transition regions 

 most developed regions

BENEFITS FOR ALL 
EUROPEAN REGIONS 
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REUNITED AGAIN
DRAWINGS: OLIVIER GRENSON

5





FRENCH GUIANA
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Oh, mum! What 

a nice surprise!

I hope the trip wasn’t 

too long. It’s quite an 

ordeal coming here…

Three hours by bus. And we live 

five hundred metres from each 

other… Crazy isn’t it?!

I came to visit Clémentine. We talked on 

the phone…

Yes, I’m sure. But well, at her age 

I guess she has better things to 

do than to spend time with her old 

grandmother… 

Don’t be silly. She 

adores you and you 

know that! Anyway, soon, 

when they open the 

bridge and the new road, 

seeing each other will 

become much easier… 

What a pity, she’s 

not home! Are 

you sure you 

didn’t get the 

day wrong?
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A FEW MONTHS LATER…

Grandma!

Hi, 

grandma!

Oh Clémentine, 

You’re here!

I’ve baked 

your 

favourite 

cakes! 
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 I HAD almost 

forgotten how 

delicious these 

are!

I know.

well, you haven’t been 

round much these past 

few months…

But getting to your 

house was hell without 

that bridge!! 

We have a lot to catch up 

on. What would you like 

to do Clémentine?

Maybe we can go to 

Cayenne? We could do a 

bit of clothes shopping?

But first let’s finish 

these cakes. It would be 

a shame not to!

Yessssss!!!!
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I Haven’t been to 

the city in ages. 

I was dreaming of 

having an ice cream 

with you!

CAYENNE…

You’re fantastic, grandma. 

It’s so nice to meet up… Just 

like old times!
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I’m sure You’d look 

great in that dress

Grandma, you’re 

insane!

Maybe. But at my age it’s too late 

to change my ways!… And anyway, you need a new 

wardrobe to go back to 

school… 

Speaking of which, have you 

decided what to study? 

I’m going to study 

law! I want to 

become a lawyer.

That’s great news! I suppose you’re enrolling 

at the university of Cayenne? 

Yes

You look gorgeous!

Let’s take it!

12



How are you going 

to get there? 
I’ll have to take the bus every 

day… A four-hour journey… I 

don’t have any other options. 

Mum doesn’t have the money 

for me to rent a room near 

university.

I think I have a solution. 

Let me think it over…

See you 

soon grandma. 

And thanks 

again!!
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A FEW DAYS LATER
That will inspire 

Alessandra for 

sure!

Why did you pick up 

that piece of wood? 

I’m sending it to my friend in Italy. She 

can make a nice sculpture out of it. 

I’m going to put my house up for 

sale and move to Cayenne. I have some 

friends in the city and there’s always 

something to do there. 

So when you go back to school, 

you’ll have a place to stay, in my 

apartment… 

What do 

you think??

Grandma’s 

here!

Yay!
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LOCAL NETWORKS
DRAWINGS: STEFANO RAFFAELE
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Welcome to this ‘incubator for innovative 

enterprises’, your business centre 

supported by the European Union. Good 

luck to you all!

It’s an honour for me to open Fare Impresa. In 

the thirties this factory was the beating heart 

of the region’s economy.

It was abandoned for four decades, 

partially destroyed by an earthquake and 

then rebuilt thanks to the European Union’s 

Solidarity Fund. Now we can write a new 

chapter in its history.

CALABRIA, SOUTHERN ITALY
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THE NEXT DAY

You only grow local produce, 

is that right?

That’s right! Only do what you 

do best, as my father used 

to say!

Sure, no 

problem!

Yes, and we’re audited 

by an independent body. 

Can I order a tonne and a 

half of peaches, apricots 

and plums to be delivered 

in the next two months

Your asparagus is 

delicious! Are all 

your products 

certified as organic? 
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Hi Aniello! How are you? 

You seem a bit tense… 

What is she doing? 

She’s crazy!

I nearly crashed into a 

woman’s car in front of 

the car park… Completely 

nuts! A brunette, quite 

cute actually… Do you 

know her?

I’ve seen her around. 

Her project is similar 

to yours I think. She’s 

setting up a network of 

local organic vegetable 

distributors.

Anyhow, I don’t think we’ll 

be buddies anytime soon! 
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So, how did it go? Does it 

look like your producer 

can be trusted?

Definitely. On another 

note, I just ran into an 

idiot while driving into 

the car park… He nearly 

crashed into my car. A tall, 

thin guy… 

I see… And quite good-

looking too?… He’s in 

our field: he sells local 

fruit and vegetables 

online. 

He’d better not step on 

our toes, that one! I’m 

watching him! 

that crazy driver does 

have a nice website though
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THE NEXT DAY.

I haven’t tasted such a 

delicious peach in ages… 

Let’s sign this one up!!

I hope we manage. 

We’ll need to work 

out the details.

That’s a deal 

then. So you’re 

delivering next 

Monday. Thanks 

again.

The postman dropped this 

off for you this morning.
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It’s from Clémentine, 

my friend in Guyana… She 

writes that this piece of 

wood could serve as 

inspiration for my next 

sculpture…

One pumpkin soup, an 

anchovy salad and a slice 

of tiramisu. And sparkling 

water please.

So the same as 

this gentleman?

Hmmm… Apparently, 

yes.

Buon appetito, 

signorina!
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I see we’re dealing with the same 

producers… Having car trouble miss? 

Need a hand?

My first project wasn’t much of a 

success. But I’ve learnt from my 

mistakes. Fare Impresa is a great 

new opportunity for me.

Same here. I was a bit 

hesitant to take the 

plunge. But working 

with other young 

entrepreneurs creates 

some healthy competition. 

So I decided to go for it!
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In some ways yes… But you’re more 

into ‘each man for himself’, no? If your 

car hadn’t broken down, you’d still be 

giving me the silent treatment…

I suppose 

you’re right… I’m 

not that easy-

going after 

all, but we’re 

competitors, 

aren’t we?

Not entirely… I had a look at 

your website…

Our projects complement each other 

well. We shouldn’t be competing...

Why don’t we 

join forces 

instead of 

simply working 

side by side? I 

looked into the 

European funds 

we could benefit 

from, and the 

ERDF seems like a 

safe bet…

Let’s make 

a toast, as 

business 

managers, to 

the success of 

our respective 

projects!

Let’s shake 
on it

What are you 

sculpting? 

A small mermaid… A 

friend sent me a piece 

of wood from French 

Guiana…

Fruit and vegetables are quite 

compatible indeed… And taking part in 

Erasmus+ for Young Entrepreneurs has 

pushed me into trying out new ideas… 
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PROMISES
DRAWINGS: YOU
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POMORSKIE REGION, NORTHERN POLAND. UNIVERSITY CANCER RESEARCH CENTRE.

I must find the 

solution to this!
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I’m starving too, Puszek! I know I promised 

to come home at more decent hours…

I need to get round to doing 

some food shopping. And I 

should learn to cook too. 
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I have an appointment with Professor Valdesa. I’m 

Dawid Liberski. I’m a representative of Nanomo.

THE NEXT MORNING.

Good morning, Aniessa!

Here’s your mail, Cecylia.

He’s ready to see you.

Let me show you 

to his office. I’m 

going that way.

What do you do?

I’m a researcher. I studied molecular biology at 

the university that founded our Centre. Thanks 

to the European research network I was able to 

gain experience abroad. What about you?

Let me call him.

My story is similar to yours. First I worked in Germany, 

then a local private lab, Nanomo, recruited me. Like you, 

we conduct cancer research.
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Our employers would like to join forces. 

That’s why I’m here. 

That’s good news. Sometimes we feel a little 

lonely in the lab, our ivory tower… 

What a cute little mermaid. 

Alessandra is so sweet. 

We receive financial support from the 

European Union - through our 

region - to develop our 

research activities. 

That’s how we managed to get several 

interesting European patents for cancer 

research.

Our work is clearly complementary. We could work together 

to put those patents to good use… 
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UNIVERSITY CANCER RESEARCH CENTRE.
How’s it going, 

Cecylia?
Fine, thanks. Was it a fruitful 

meeting?

Yes, it was. We’re really looking forward to this 

collaboration. 

Are you going straight home? I found 

a little restaurant near here… Care 

to join me?

Sounds tempting! Especially 

considering my empty fridge… And 

I’m no kitchen goddess either. 

My mum passed away… a rare form of skin cancer… I am determined 

to apply myself to my research to the next level… to ensure 

others don’t suffer the same fate. But sometimes in all of this I 

forget about myself… 

What about you, Dawid? What’s your story?

My father was also a cancer 

sufferer. Luckily he recovered. My 

choice of studies was definitely 

a way to thank science for saving 

him…

As for hobbies, I love to cook and try out 

new flavour combinations …

Some more wine?

Just a little, thanks…

Wow… I have a feeling you’re going to show me up… 

unless you’re willing to share some of your chef’s 

secrets with me?
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Good morning Aniessa. Can I leave my bag here? 

Careful, it contains some fragile items. A 

surprise for Cecylia…

Hahaha! Going out is clearly my thing… 

It motivates me to get back to work! 

Have a seat, Dawid. I need to resolve an 

issue I’ve been pondering for a while.

Pfff… I’m wrecked… and starving! I totally lost 

track of time. 

You’re an early bird…

A FEW WEEKS LATER.
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And at this time of night, it’s 

not going to be easy to 

find a shop that’s open.…

Let me go downstairs 

to check whether I 

have a survival kit in 

my bag. 

So tell me, are you sure you’re not a 

magician?? This is a first for me! 

So you had all of 

this planned since 

yesterday evening 

then? 

Close your eyes, 

Cecylia! And  

come in…

I’m just passionate about 

chemistry and research, even 

in the kitchen… Ready to have a 

taste of my molecular cuisine? 
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ON THE WAY HOME.

Did you sleep well, Cecylia?

Not enough, but I’m all hyped up 

this morning!! You blew me away with 

your cooking. It was divine! 

Yesterday, when I saw you measure the different 

ingredients, I got an idea… I had told you what worried 

me about the results of my latest analyses …

Yes. Don’t tell me yesterday’s 

little show inspired you to 

find a solution…

I love team work…  

Yes, it did. Now I’ve got new 

areas of research to focus 

on! 
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FIGURES
DRAWINGS: FRANCK BIANCARELLI
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Northern Ireland

Hi everyone. I’m home!

So, how was 

Poland?
And your conference about the 

Baltic Sea?

Do we have new 

neighbours?

I didn’t have much time to visit places…

yes. A man. He told me he’s moving here 

… for a few months. 

Just for a few months?

He’s here for some 

medical tests. 

Very interesting. 

And what a beautiful 

region

But we had one 

meeting after 

another. 

He lives in the countryside. 
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Leave them with the other 

boxes please. Thanks.

We should invite him for dinner. He probably 

doesn’t know anyone in town. 

Good idea honey!
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I also need some brick-red paint.

Morning.

Hi. You’re our new 

neighbour. I’m Colin. 

Nice to meet you Colin. I’m Gary. I also collect Figurines. Trains actually. 

Could I see them sometime? Of course, 

whenever you like! 

Great, see you 

soon then! 
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Oh, it’s you, Colin. Come in! 

You’re an early 

bird!

I was having breakfast. 

Scrambled eggs with 

cheddar… 

The only dish my wife used 

to let me cook.

I started creating models over fifty 

years ago. I recreated the train 

station where I used to take the train 

to school. I’m still looking for a few 

pieces though.

I’ve visited many flea markets, and yet… 

Cool.
I’m afraid I’m not so technical. I don’t even have 

a computer… But I’m willing to learn. Would 

you help me?
Have you checked online? 

Many collectors 

exchange their 

collectibles online. 

It’s delicious! 
Thanks.
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I promised him I would help him find the missing 

figures online.  

Why don’t you invite him over for 

dinner? How about tomorrow? 

And what about your research 

on the Irish poet? 

Yes, it is. I’m still looking for 

some documents. 

John Darcy is his name, right?
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THE NEXT EVENING

This is delicious, Mrs McClusky.

We’re really happy to have you, Gary. Colin told 

us he was impressed with your railway model.

He offered to help me use the internet… 

I’m a bit of a dinosaur when it comes to 

these things. He told me it would help 

me with my hobby.

It’s super easy, you’ll see. Can I 

show him my model, mum?

Of course, but only if Mr Staunton 

has a cup of tea with us later.

As soon as Colin and I are done, 

I’d love to.

Impressive!!

I tried to recreate the most well-

known buildings of our town… 
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John Darcy. I know him. We were at school 

together. Unfortunately we lost touch.

He’s a famous Irish poet. I’m working 

on a presentation about him. It’s 

amazing that you know him!  

I found all the information I needed 

online. It’s very simple. All you need 

is a search engine. The connection is 

super fast; it’s high-speed. Thanks to 

the EU, which invested in broadband 

HERE. 

I read in the newspaper that the European Union co-financed 

the regional network. 

What FIGURINES are you 

still looking for? 
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A WEEK LATER

Great! I’m actually a bit jealous of your 

computer: it’s more powerful than mine.

I found the last figure I was looking for: the 

station master. 

Thanks to you I can do part of my consultations from home, in the 

countryside, via the computer. Teleconsultation is what they call it. 

That way, I can avoid travelling too often. 

I also reconnected with 

some childhood friends. 

They’ve created a cross-community 

association called ‘Local Stories’ with the 

financial support of the European Union. 

They organise presentations on local 

history while cooking their garden produce.

They asked me to go and speak about my 

hobby and the history of the region’s rail 

network.

Oh look, John Darcy is a member of the 

association.  I’d love to interview him for my 

school project if that’s OK with you. 

If you don’t mind driving there in my old banger… It’s 

almost as old as I am.

Not at all. When do we 

leave?
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MUSIC, MAESTRO!
DRAWINGS: PAUL TENG
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LISBON, Portugal.

Should I stay or should I go now…

Take your racket elsewhere, Carlos! I can’t get any sleep 

with you around!
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I’ve had enough of this stupid neighbourhood. You 

can’t even play quietly with your friends without 

getting shouted at!

Be patient, Carlos. Soon the 

square will be completely 

refurbished.

Yes, but there still won’t be much to do 

anyway. We’re bored out of our skulls 

here!

I’m going for a walk in the centre!

Damn!!!
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Come back and stay for good things…. 

Yeaaaaaaahhh… Come back…

Hahahahaha

Hmm… What’s so funny? Are you laughing at me?? 

Yes!! Hahahahaha

Because with your headphones on you didn’t realise 

you were singing really loud…

Oops! I’m so sorry!! Don’t be. You have an 

amazing voice!!

Are you in a band? 

Are you making fun of 

me or what?? 
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What instrument do 

you play? 

No, I swear! You should meet our music teacher. 

I’m meeting the band to rehearse. 

Double bass. 

Impressive.

You know, I’ve only just 

started. None of the other 

members of the band had even 

touched an instrument a few 

months ago. We knew nothing 

about classical Music. 

There’s the bus… Would you 

like to join me? My name is 

Adriana, by the way.

I’m Carlos! Sure, I’ll come with you… I didn’t have 

any plans for this afternoon anyway… But just to 

watch you play, right? 
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Hi Adriana. Did you bring an 

admirer?
Actually I’m the admirer here. I love 

his voice, Carminda.

Don’t exaggerate! Let’s hear it! Hmmm… I didn’t come here to sing. Tell them, Adriana! I only came to 

watch you rehearse. 

And maybe listen a little too, right?! Anyway, time for our rehearsal. 

And after that, young man, you’re auditioning! 
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TWO HOURS LATER.

SEE, SHE AGREED WITH ME. your voice is 

amazing! I’m happy she convinced you to join 

our band. 

You left me no choice. But 

I’m really happy. I don’t mind 

telling you now that I’ve 

always wanted to sing in a 

band. 

Let’s meet tomorrow, 

ok? 

deal!

Aha, finally. I was starting to worry!
The most amazing thing happened. A 

classical music band asked me to join them 

as a singer.

Are you joking?? And how much will that 

cost me? You know I haven’t got a penny to 

spare. 

Nothing, don’t worry. It’s a 

project for young people from 

our neighbourhood financed by 

the European Union. 
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A FEW DAYS LATER

They’re opening the new square in 

two weeks… Why don’t we celebrate 

with a small outdoor concert? 

Great idea! Especially since 

our project is linked to the 

revitalisation of the neighbourhood. 

The city and the European Union 

financed everything. Can you take 

care of the posters? 

I like this little mermaid… But it’s a bit 

expensive. Oh well... 
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TWO WEEKS LATER. Don’t embarrass me OK?? Make sure you 

straighten your collar!

We’ll be playing in Brussels on the 9th of May for Europe Day.  

It’s a surprise though. The kids don’t know yet. 

Well done, 

Carlos!
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SOS
DRAWINGS: OLIVIER SPELTENS
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HELSINKI, FINLAND.

…Tomorrow 

we’ll continue.

TRAINING CENTRE FOR SEA 

RESCUERS.

We’re going to 

talk about First 

Aid. 

Yes… yes. 

On my way.
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Hi there, Iisak. We’ve 

received a distress 

call. This will be 

your baptism of fire. 

A fishing boat. The engine 

has stalled. And there’s 

a storm on the way. 

So, you’re bringing my 

dad back, right ?!

What’s your name, 

young man? 

I’m excited to 

finally put theory 

into practice! 

Timo!
Hi, Timo. I’m Iisak. Is 

your dad a fisherman? 

Is he on the boat that 

sent us the SOS?
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Yes, and he promised me he 

would be back for the final 

match of my hockey team. I 

play on the right wing. 

We’re all set 

to go, Iisak!

OK, I will!

Thank you. I 

trust you. This is a good-luck charm. 

My dad bought it for me 

at a flea market in Lisbon. 

Please tell him I gave it 

to him.

Timo, I’ll do all I can to bring your dad 

back safe and sound. It’s our job. We work 

with the support of the European Union 

and the best sea rescuers in Estonia and 

Finland. We’ve joined forces to become 

even stronger.
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Quite shaky, right!?

Hold on, my friend. 

You’ve seen nothing 

yet!!

This is the captain of 

Viking. Fishing boat 

Swordfish, do you 

read me? 

Hello? Hello? This 

is the captain of 

Viking.

We can’t reach 
them by radio… 

Thankfully I can still see 

HIM on our radar. We’re 

getting closer.
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Hold on!

Welcome aboard, my 

friend!
Look out behind 

you!
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Oh God!

Catch!

Timo asked me to give you 

this. You have a wonderful

son!
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You should give it back 

to Timo. It’s proven its 

worth. 

A good-luck charm can 

come in handy more than 

once…
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TO IMPROVE THE 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

In the story ‘SOS’, the 

rescue boat aboard which 

Lisak works in the Baltic 

Sea sails past a wind farm.

The use of renewable 

energies, which are more 

environmentally friendly, 

is one of the priorities of 

regional policy to fulfil 

the European Union’s 

environmental goals.

The environment can 

generate economic growth 

by encouraging the 

development of innovative 

clean technologies, by 

promoting rational energy 

usage, by stimulating eco-

tourism and by increasing 

the  attraction of certain 

areas by protecting their 

natural habitats(1).

TO BOOST 

RESEARCH AND 

INNOVATION 

The two characters in 

the story ‘Promises’, 

researchers Cecylia and 

Dawid, are passionate 

about their job.

However, in this field 

sometimes passion is not 

enough. Generally, the 

investments required in 

medicine are very high.

The sustainability of 

economic growth is 

increasingly dependent on 

the capacity of regional 

economies to change and 

innovate. This means that 

more efforts are needed 

to create an environment 

that fosters research and 

development (R&D), as 

well as innovation(2).

TO SUPPORT 

SMALL AND 

MEDIUM�SIZED 

ENTERPRISES

Small and medium-sized 

enterprises drive the 

European economy.

These dynamic businesses 

are essential to economic 

development and job 

creation. However, when 

transforming a good 

idea into a profitable and 

sustainable concept, major 

difficulties sometimes 

throw a spanner in the 

works: lack of financing, 

infrastructure problems 

etc.

Through their support 

to business incubators, 

regional policymakers 

help entrepreneurs like 

Alessandra and Aniello in 

the story ‘Local networks’ 

transform good ideas into 

successful businesses(3).

TO FOSTER 

URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

More than two-thirds of 

the EU population lives in 

urban areas, and this trend 

continues to grow. That’s 

why urban development 

(economic, social and 

environmental) was put at 

the heart of the European 

Union’s regional policy.

A healthy environment is 

a source of well-being for 

all citizens. However, some 

urban areas are neglected, 

like the neighbourhood 

where Carlos and Adriana 

live in the story ‘Music, 

maestro!’, which leads to 

the social exclusion of their 

inhabitants.

Regional policymakers help 

the national authorities 

invest in the renovation of 

these neighbourhoods and 

the set-up of facilities for 

all their inhabitants(4).

PROJECTS THAT BRING 
US TOGETHER 

1  www.generationawake.eu

2 http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/era-chairs_en.html

3  www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu

4, 5, 7 http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/activity/index_en.cfm
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TO PROMOTE 

SOCIAL 

INCLUSION  

One of the European 

Union’s fundamental goals 

is to promote the social 

inclusion of all its citizens, 

particularly those who are 

marginalised by society.

Several projects financed 

by regional policy aim 

to contribute to this(5). 

In ‘Figures’ Gary learns 

about the European 

Union’s support and 

integration measures for 

underprivileged groups 

through the participation 

of elderly people in local 

social support networks.

  

TO STRENGTHEN 

COOPERATION 

 

Regional policy aims to 

bring together all the 

relevant brainstorming 

efforts as well as resources, 

skills and solutions.

The collaboration between 

Finnish and Estonian 

rescuers in the story ‘SOS’ 

illustrates the added value 

of common approaches 

and actions.

Neighbouring cross-border 

regions are confronted 

with the same problems 

and tackling them together 

strengthens them both(6). 

TO IMPROVE 

TRANSPORT 

LINKS 

The lack of efficient 

public transport links and 

infrastructure seriously 

hampers the development 

of isolated regions and 

territories.

In the story ‘Reunited 

again’ Clémentine and 

her grandmother need to 

spend hours on the bus to 

meet up or to go to the city.

A bridge linking the two 

river banks or a new road 

would improve daily life for 

all the inhabitants of the 

area.

Transport infrastructure is 

one of the most tangible 

examples of the support 

that the European Union’s 

regional policy can 

provide(7).

TO MANAGE 

NATURAL 

DISASTERS 

No region is immune 

from large-scale natural 

disasters such as floods, 

forest fires, earthquakes, 

storms and drought. To 

assist regions affected 

by natural disasters, like 

Calabria in the story ‘Local 

networks’, the European 

Union set up the Solidarity 

Fund  in 2002.

This Fund helps the 

affected country recover 

the expenses made to take 

all the necessary urgency 

measures: the restoration 

of infrastructure and 

equipment, temporary 

accommodation for 

displaced persons, 

deployment of emergency 

services etc.

6 http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperate/index_en.cfm

8 http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/solidarity/index_en.cfm
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1) The budget of the European Union’s regional 

policy is decided upon jointly by the Council of 

the European Union and the European Parliament 

on the basis of a proposal by the European Com-

mission. All Member States contribute* to the EU 

budget, a third of which goes to finance cohesion 

policy. All regions receive funds based on their lev-

el of wealth.

2) The regional policy principles and priorities are 

established jointly by the European Parliament, 

the European Commission and the 28 Member 

States. The regional and local authorities, as well 

as organisations representing employers, employ-

ees and civil society, are also consulted. 

8) The programme officials closely monitor the 

progress of the actions and the financed projects, 

and draw up regular reports for the European Com-

mission. The Commission monitors the implemen-

tation and gradually transfers the European funds. 

It also encourages the exchange of experiences 

through multiple networks.

 

 

7) A project may only be financed by the Europe-

an Union if it also receives public funds from the 

Member States and/or funds from private inves-

tors.

FROM BUDGETS

 � The European Union’s regional policy is an investment 

policy which contributes to the development of the 

regions through the European Regional Development 

Fund (ERDF) and the Cohesion Fund (CF).

 � Regional policy is jointly managed by the European 

Commission, the Member States and the regions.

�

�
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3) Each Member State draws up a dra� partner-

ship agreement describing the priorities in terms 

of development. This document includes a list of 

action programmes aimed at the entire country 

or a specific region. There are also cooperation 

programmes aimed at cross-border regions.

4) The European Commission and the national 

authorities decide upon the priorities of each pro-

gramme.

6) The Member States and the regions are 

 responsible for the management and implemen-

tation of the programmes. This involves selecting, 

 following-up and evaluating hundreds of thou-

sands of project proposals made by small and 

medium-sized enterprises, public bodies, univer-

sities, associations, Non-governmental organisa-

tions and volunteer organisations. 

5) The Commission adopts the partnership agree-

ment and the programmes to be launched on the 

field.  The Commission then provides the Member 

States with an advance on the funds to enable 

them to launch the envisaged projects.

TO PROJECTS

 � The Member States and their regions choose the pro-

jects that will be co-financed by the European Union, 

under programmes scheduled in advance with the 

European Commission.

 � The European funds are always topped up with na-

tional (private and/or public) funds.
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FIND OUT MORE
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL AND 
INVESTMENT FUNDS?

    

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) aims to strength-

en economic and social cohesion in the European Union by correcting 

imbalances in economic development between its regions.

  

The Cohesion Fund (CF) helps Member States whose gross national 

product (GNP) per capita is below 90% of the EU average in the 

promotion of sustainable development, particularly in the areas of 

transport and environmental protection.

  

The European Social Fund (ESF) invests in people in order to improve 

access to the labour market and training opportunities in the Mem-

ber States.

  

The European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) aims 

to improve the competitiveness of agriculture and forestry, and the 

quality of life in rural areas, preserve the environment, and encour-

age diversity in the economic activities of rural areas.

  

The European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) aims to help 

fishermen in the transition to sustainable fishing, support coastal 

communities in diversifying their economies, finance projects that 

create new jobs, improve the quality of life and make it easier to 

access financing.

These five funds* have one common goal, namely to jointly support the Europe 2020 objectives by gen-

erating sustainable growth and quality jobs, by combatting climate change and energy dependency, and 

by reducing poverty and social exclusion.

WHO ARE THE BENEFICIARIES OF THESE FUNDS?

The beneficiaries of these five funds may be public bodies, certain private-sector organisations (particu-

larly small and medium-sized enterprises), universities, associations, NGOs and volunteer organisations.

IN THE EVENT OF A NATURAL DISASTER

  

The European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) was set up to respond 

to major natural disasters and express European solidarity to disas-

ter-stricken regions within Europe.

* http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/index_en.cfm
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REGIONAL POLICY 
IN THE EUROPEAN 

FRAMEWORK 
LINKS BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS

EUROPE: FACTS & FIGURES

505.7
million inhabitants on 

1 January 2013

28
countries

24
official languages

274
regions (NUTS II)

THE TREATY OF LISBON 
The Treaty of Lisbon, signed on 13 December 2007, gives 

the European Union modern institutions and more effective 

working methods so that it can properly respond to the 

challenges of today’s world, which is constantly evolving. In this 

framework, Europeans look to the EU to address issues such 

as globalisation, climatic and demographic changes, security 

and energy. The Treaty of Lisbon strengthens democracy in the 

European Union and its capacity to promote the interests of its 

citizens on a day-to-day basis.

Council of the 
European Union

European 
Parliament

Assists and monitors the Member States 
and the regions in the implementation of 
policies

European 
Investment Bank

European Commission 
DG Regional and Urban policy

European Court 
of Auditors

European 
Economic and 

Social Committee

Committee of the 
Regionsproposes

proposes

consults

monitors

collaborates

adopts

adopts

co-decide
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THE AUTHORS
DRAWINGS

FRANCK BIANCARELLI

Franck Biancarelli was born in Marseille (France) in 1967. This self-taught artist, who has great 

admiration for the legendary American comics artists, took his first steps into the world of comics 

working with Christian Rossi. His bestseller Le livre des destins (5 volumes), in collaboration with 

scriptwriter Serge Letendre, was published by Soleil. In 2012 he started working on the adapta-

tion of the novel Dunk by Denis Robert (Juillard) for Dargaud.

OLIVIER GRENSON

Olivier Grenson was born in Charleroi (Belgium) in 1962. He studied at ERG and attended Eddy 

Paepe’s comics workshop. His first series, Carland Cross (script by Michel Oleffe), was adapted for 

TV (26 cartoons). In 1999 he launched the series Niklos Koda (Le Lombard) with scriptwriter Jean 

Dufaux. Olivier Grenson also provided the drawings for La femme accident (Dupuis) together with 

Lapière, and published his solo book La douceur de l’enfer (Le Lombard).

STEFANO RAFFAELE

Stefano Raffaele was born in Milan (Italy) in 1970. A�er trying his hand at American comics 

(Batman, Conan, X-Men and others) he returned to his home country, where he launched se-

veral successful series. Together with scriptwriter Christophe Bec he published Pandemonium, 

Sarah, Under and Prométhée. Together with Bec he is currently working on a new series for Soleil, 

Deepwater Prison.

OLIVIER SPELTENS

Olivier Speltens was born in Brussels (Belgium) in 1971. He studied Comics at the famous Saint-

Luc Institute, where he was taught, among others, by Olivier Grenson. Olivier is passionate about 

science-fiction and an expert in everything WWII. He launched the series M99 (with scriptwriter 

Pascal Laye) and subsequently published his solo book L’armée de l’ombre (Paquet), the second 

volume of which hit the shelves in January 2014.

PAUL TENG

Paul Teng was born in Rotterdam (the Netherlands) in 1955. He cut short his Cultural Anthro-

pology studies to dedicate himself to comics. He drew the series Shane, published by Lombard 

(script by Di Giorgio) and five volumes of L’ordre impair (Le Lombard). The latter was published as 

a whole in 2009, with scripts by Cristina Cuadra and Rudi Miel. Moreover, Paul Teng worked with 

Jean Van Hamme on an album for Casterman, Le Télescope. 

YOU

You was born in Pusang (South Korea) in 1978. Following her studies in Computer Graphics, this 

self-taught cartoonist illustrated several children’s books for Auzou. Her first comics album was 

published as part of the series Sorcières by Dupuis (script by Alexine). You also worked on the 

collective album Jump Start for the European Social Fund (script by Rudi Miel). 

SCRIPT

RUDI MIEL

Rudi Miel was born in Tournai (Belgium) in 1965 and has a degree in Journalism. He works as a 

Communication Consultant and comics artist, and has co-authored the album Troubled Waters 

(European Parliament), which won the Best Use of Comics Books in Advertising Award (Prix Al-

ph-Art de la Communication) at Angoulême in 2003. Rudi Miel won the Award for Best Foreign 

Comic Book (Sobreda, 2001) for L’arbre des deux printemps, which he co-authored with Will (Le 

Lombard). He is also co-author of L’ordre impair (Le Lombard).
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HOW TO OBTAIN EU PUBLICATIONS

Free publications:

• one copy: 

via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu);

• more than one copy or posters/maps: 

from the European Union’s representations (http://ec.europa.eu/represent_en.htm);  

from the delegations in non-EU countries (http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/index_en.htm);  

by contacting the Europe Direct service (http://europa.eu/europedirect/index_en.htm) or 

calling 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (freephone number from anywhere in the EU) (*).

 (*)  The information given is free, as are most calls (though some operators, phone boxes or hotels 

may charge you).

Priced publications:

• via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu).

Priced subscriptions:

• via one of the sales agents of the Publications Office of the European Union 

(http://publications.europa.eu/others/agents/index_en.htm).
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Regional and 
Urban Policy

European
Commission

F. BIANCARELLI � O. GRENSON � S. RAFFAELE � O. SPELTENS � P. TENG � YOU � R. MIEL

PARTNERS

THE EUROPEAN UNION 
INVESTS IN OUR REGIONS
Regional and urban policymakers have countless and varied tasks to encourage innovation, reduce carbon emissions, support 

small and medium-sized enterprises, optimise urban development, promote social inclusion and cooperation, improve trans-

port, manage natural disasters…

One of their key priorities is to promote economic development and to bring regions and citizens closer together. Because a�er 

all, solidarity makes for a stronger Union!

The six stories in this album, based on real projects, illustrate the European Union’s role in reducing differences in standards 

of living and supporting the regions in their development.

Interested in regional and urban policy?
Find out all about it on our website www.ec.europa.eu/inforegio

www.twitter.com/EU_Regional
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